
Indiana Geological Survey | Indiana University
611 N. Walnut Grove Ave., Bloomington, IN 47405-2208 | 812.855.7636 | info@indiana.edu | igs.indiana.edu

Mineral Origami 
Lesson Plans and Activities

1.	 Cut out square.
2.	 Turn square over and fold each corner to the center 

(points should meet in the center.) Do not unfold.
3.	 Turn over and fold corners to center again.  

Do not unfold.
4.	 Fold in half and crease in one direction.  

Unfold this crease.
5.	 Fold in half and crease in other direction.  

Unfold this crease.

6.	 Place index fingers and thumbs in pockets created  
in the corners on the opposite side.

7.	 Open and close each way until your partner  
tells you to stop.

8.	 Have your partner pick either a number or name a 
mineral.

9.	 Have your partner name the mineral and open the 
flap from the center to check your answer.
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